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There is a famous verse in the book of Proverbs that in the King James version
reads, 'Where there is no vision, the people perish'. As I look toward the coming
months and years, the political uncertainty, the continual rise in the cost of
living, and the prohibitive price of fuel and energy, I think the verse is as
relevant today as it ever was. We need a vision of a better future.
 
The problems we face are not new. Some of us remember the oil crisis of the
1970s. We have seen inflation as high as 25%. We have known people lose
their homes and struggle to survive.   However, what is new is that these
problems are happening today in 2022. The world is very different from 1975 or
any other age and old solutions won’t work. We have to find new solutions; we
need a new vision.
 
Where there is no vision, the people perish. Many people fear that, next winter,
the media will be reporting stories of elderly people freezing to death in their
homes and other horrors as families struggle to find enough money to feed their
children. There is an urgency in our quest.
 
Fortunately, there are people all over the country who are seeking to find new
creative solutions. Recently, I attended a meeting hosted by the Bishop of
Norwich that brought together Norfolk’s key leaders from the local authority,
police, church, and charity sectors. It was an encouraging time. People were
realistic but hopeful. A special kind of energy was generated as the discussion
focused on how we can better partner together, combine resources, and share
ideas. It was recognised that even with national problems, the best solutions
are often found in the local community.
 
During the pandemic our focus was drawn to our locality, as lockdowns
prevented us from travelling, and working from home anchored us to the places
where we live. We looked out for others in our street and discovered that
people from all spheres of life had very real needs. The notion of community
came to the fore.
 
I believe many of the solutions to our current and imminent problems will be
found in sharing the assets we already have in our communities. Support from
local authorities, statutory services, churches, and charities will also be
essential, but effective change will happen as we pull together in our locality.
 
A vision for the future will emerge as we listen to one another at every level -
central government, local authority, parish, and neighbourhood. But as another
translation of Proverbs 29:18 points out, what we really need is God’s
revelation. The NIV puts it this way: ‘Where there is no revelation, people cast
off restraint; but blessed is the one who heeds wisdom’s instruction’.

This article first appeared in Good News for Norwich and Norfolk.

News
Discovery Centre: Free summer youth activities
Hanseatic Union: Summer kids club
Vacancies at King's Lynn Night Shelter
Cinnamon Trust: King's Lynn dog walking volunteers needed
Voluntary Norfolk: new platform launched
Ukranian Support: resources for churches
King's Lynn Foodbank: 'Urgently Needed' list

Training
Empowering Communities training events

Funding
Empowering Communities: Funding Noticeboard
Norfolk Community Foundation funding new

Events
Placeshaping Network Event: 20th July
Celebrate King's Lynn: 23rd July
Share your views of Healthcare: 26th July
Churches Together AGM: 21st September

Reports
CAP: 'On the Edge' client report 2022

Discovery Centre
Free Activities for Young People

OPEN ROAD SUMMER HOLIDAYS WITH Open Road West Norfolk Trust

We are open for summer activities, three days a week Tuesday to Thursday,
from Tuesday 2 August till Thursday 1 September. Free for young people aged
between 12 and 16 who qualify for Free School Meals – application form can
be requested from office@openroadtraining.co.uk Numbers are limited.

The Cinnamon Trust needs more dog walking volunteers in Kings Lynn
The Cinnamon Trust is the national charity whose wonderful volunteers help
people over retirement age and those in the latter stages of a terminal illness by
offering all kinds of free pet care.  We are looking for dog walking volunteers to
help a resident of Kings Lynn and their delightful dog who would love to go for a
good walk.
 Many elderly or ill pet owners worry about their ability to provide proper care
for their animals and start looking to rehome what may be their only
companion.  This is where our national network of dedicated volunteers step in
to offer support enabling them to stay together.  We’ll walk the dog for a
housebound owner, we’ll foster pets when owners need hospital or hospice
care, and even clean out the bird cage or litter trays.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, you can download our volunteer
registration form from our web site www.cinnamon.org.uk or email us at
appeals@cinnamon.org.uk  
The Cinnamon Trust is a Registered Charity No: 1134680. The Cinnamon Trust
is a limited company registered in England and Wales. Registered Office: 10
Market Square, Hayle, Cornwall, TR27 4HE. Company Number 07004861

New Volunteering Platform

We are very excited to announce the launch of ‘Get InVOLved Norfolk’ –
the go to website to find out about Volunteering in your Community.
 
https://www.getinvolvednorfolk.org.uk/
 
Get InVOLved Norfolk will offer you a new and exciting way to search and
apply for volunteering roles, you can contact voluntary organisations and
track your progress. 
  
Benefits of the new website include:

You can join a voluntary organisation and communicate directly on
there with them.
You can sign up to the volunteer bank, so that organisations can
contact you if they think you are suitable for their roles.
If you are under 18, you can search for roles that are suitable for
your age.
You will have more control over your record changes and can delete
your account directly.

 
Volunteering is great way to improve your own wellbeing, providing a
sense of purpose, whilst helping some incredible voluntary sector
organisations in Norfolk. Roles are varied and if you would like to discuss
how we can support you to find the right role do just
contact volunteercentre@voluntarynorfolk.org.uk
 

Ukrainian Support

We have Ukrainian refugees who are ready to leave hosts and start on their
own. Therefore, we are looking for private landlords who are keen to help us. If
this is you, please get in touch with me via email….thank you : )
 
Julie Chaplin julie@hanseaticunion.co.uk
Hanseatic Union

Church Resources for welcoming Ukrainian
Refugees

t’s not okay that any of us in Kings Lynn need emergency food. That’s why
we’re working towards a #HungerFreeFuture. But while we do, we need your
help to continue providing support to anyone who needs it. To donate food
please see our urgently needed list on the website:
https://kingslynn.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
 

Empowering Communities 
Here you can find out about the training and events organised by
Empowering Communities partners and related organisations. We
organise a range of training courses, webinars and Good Practice events
on topics of interest and relevance to VCSE organisations across Norfolk. 
 Upcoming events are listed below, together with dates of Network
meetings.  We are keen to offer training and events that meet your needs
and we have contacts with many training providers. If you can’t see a
training course or event on the calendar, do get in touch to discuss your
training needs enquiries@ecnorfolk.org.uk
 

Funding opportunities
Empowering Communities provide a Funding Notice Board to find out about
latest funding opportunities, as well as funding-related training and resources.
 

Celebrate 23rd July 2022
Celebrate King's Lynn is happening on Saturday 23rd July 2022
If you are interested in being involved please
email Oliviakingslynn@gmail.com 

Churches Together AGM

CAP: new client report, 'On the edge'
available now.

CAP's latest client report shows how, time and again over the decades, we
have seen God take our tiny acts and use them to reach into the darkest
situations and bring hope. We have learnt that every act of kindness,
compassionate word and moment of generosity creates a ripple of hope. And
when your ripple of hope meets thousands of others across this country, it
creates big waves. When we play our individual part, together we can see lives
transformed across the UK, and even one day see poverty come to an end

I would love to hear from you to discuss any of the following things:

How you are getting involved in your local community, and any good
news stories about the difference this is making
Events you are running, which welcome the local community 
If you would like me to visit your church, church meeting or group
Anything you would find useful in future editions of this letter
Just to say hello!

Andrew Frere-Smith
t: 07949 964932
e: andrew.frere-smith@dioceseofnorwich.org

Imagine Norfolk Together is a partnership between the Diocese of Norwich
and the Church Urban Fund. We support local churches

creating stronger communities through social action.
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