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►Groundwork – Is an environmental and social regeneration charity, 
working closely with communities.

►We work under three interlocking themes:

►Create better spaces

►In 2018 directly, and through our grant programmes, 
we improved 200 hectares and planted 18000 trees.  
We have also supported thousands of community 
projects across the  country.  

►Greener Living and Working

►We saved £12m from domestic fuel bills and gave 
second life to 315 tonnes of household goods.

►Improving People's Prospects

►We coached over 500 young people, provided over 
800 qualifications to adults. And 80% of those who 
have since entered work, are still in work after six 
months.

► 



• Overseeing local regions 
• Supporting the application process, including 

application advice and application feedback 
prior to application 

• Chairing and facilitating shortlisting panels
• Supporting successful projects
• Promoting our funding programmes 

The Role of your local Community 
Enabler 
Central South 
Elizabeth Hodgson 
Elizabeth.Hodgson@groundwork.org.uk            07736 132 691
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Although we don’t work directly for Tesco our main roles is
to work with Tesco Colleagues on The Tesco Community Grants 
Scheme. 

Groundwork is the administrator of the grants scheme.

Local community enablers work very closely with the community 
teams in our geographical areas.

These relationships give us a good understanding on how to achieve 
support for Community Projects with the help of your local Tesco 
Community Teams.

 



Community Champions and local 
store support 

Some large stores have a 
Community Champion who is the 
store community engagement 
representative and is there to 
offer community support.  The 
customer service desk will be 
able to help you find the right 
person.

All stores will have a Community 
representative if not a 
Community Champion,  but they 
do this as part of another job and 
often don’t have lots of time to 
devote to smaller community 
support.

Express store managers might be 
able to offer small support but as 
they don’t always have a 
community budget and don’t 
always have time, I recommend 
sticking to larger Extras, 
Superstores and Metros for 
community support.

Some large Extra stores have free 
community rooms that can be 
booked in store,  but they are 
very popular so book well in 
advance if you do find your store 
has one.



other things stores can offer 

Most large stores have a 
small community budget 

for things like raffle 
prizes and donations of 

small items like 
refreshments for an 

event.

If you a looking for these 
things I would initially 
build a relationship up 
with the Community 

Champion or community 
representative in the 

store.  They have a small 
budget and need to 
share it with a lot of 

organisations.

Give plenty of notice if 
you are looking for these 

kind of donations 

Sometimes stores can 
offer in-kind donations 
for a project like seeds 
for a gardening project, 
pens and paper for an 

education project, 
toiletries for a homeless 
project or kitchen items 
for a community café.  
These items would be 
things taken off the 
stock list so are only 

available if the CC knows 
you are looking.  Again 
get to know your CC 

before you mention your 
need and plenty of 

notice, you need them to 
offer this so don’t ask 

directly. 



Collections 

►Some stores are fine for organisations to do 
collections to fund raise. 

►This is down to the store manager and must 
be booked well in advance through a 
booking company called N2O.

►Bag packing is also something to consider, 
guides and scouts are professionals, but ask 
your CC

►As before, get to know your CC before you 
sign up to these so they can be aware of 
what you need and offer support 

Rules of the collections are pretty strict and 
need to adhere to GDPR so you can’t sign up 
potential clients to your organisation mailing 
list or collect bank details for Direct Debits 
or other funding collection services.  Its 
strictly buckets collections or for raising 
awareness.



►One big piece of advice when asking 
for support from any supermarket is 
give plenty of notice so they have 
time to make arrangements to help 
your community project.  

►I would also not stress highly enough 
‘get to know the community lead’  
they are busy people and can help 
more with plenty of notice and an 
understanding of your project and 
the community benefit you bring.

►  

►If you are patient and friendly there 
is much more chance of support.  





Up to £1,500 Tesco Community Grants

Current Awards up to: 
£1,500, £1,000 and £500 
decided by customer 
voting

Tesco Community Grants are the exciting local community grant 
scheme providing funding through local Tesco stores. 

Tesco Community Grants ‘support local projects, that benefit the 
community’.

Currently there are two priority themes plus the Tesco Colleague 
Nominations   

Although these themes are priority themes for Tesco at the moment, if 
your project does not fit then contact your local enabler for advice and 
support as these themes are developing through community need.  

Children Families and Young People 

Food projects that support Children Families and Young People 

Each voting bin in every store in your region will hold one of each of 
these themes plus a store nominated project  filling the three project 
sections 

https://tescocommunitygrants.org.uk/



• Work that has already taken place
• Political donations
• Fundraising activities or challenges (e.g. costs for a sky dive etc.)
• Running costs and organisation overheads
• Conferences or seminars
• Activities which collect funds for redistribution to other charities or 

individuals
• Overseas appeals
• Expeditions or overseas travel
• Promotion of a religious or political cause
• Marketing promotions
• Research projects
• Projects or activities that the state has a legal obligation to provide

Projects which are ineligible



Who can apply?
► Voluntary/community 

organisations
► Registered charities
► Health bodies
► Parish/Town councils
► Social enterprises
► Community Interest Companies
► Schools/Academies 
► Hospices
► Local authorities 
► Housing organisations
► Other not-for-profits

All organisations must have at least 2 
signatories on their bank account and be at 
least 2 years old unless a registered charity 



How an 
organisation 
applies ?

•Tesco Community Grants:

• Go to the website ad take the eligibility quiz
• If you successfully complete this, you will be 

given access to the application portal 
• Set up you log in details (and keep these safe as 

you will need them throughout the process)
• Read the guidance and look through the 

application form 
• I would recommend local Community Enabler 

support prior to submitting the final application 
• After submitting you should receive a 

confirmation email.  If you don’t, check you 
have fully submitted and if this looks right then 
contact your local enabler who can help check 
the status of your application  







What makes a good application?

Well-researched project 

Community consultation

Demonstrate the need!
• Detail and clarity
• Don’t exaggerate
• Sell your project…

Be passionate and enthusiastic! 



2.Assesing 
applications

3. 
Shortlisting- 

including 
Tesco 

colleague 
panel

4. Customer 
in-store voting 

(3 month 
period)

5.Results!!
Allow 6 to 8 
weeks after 
the voting 

round 
finishes 

6.12 months 
to complete 

project 

1. Application 
submitted
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Any questions?

www.groundwork.org.uk/tesco

Community Enabler – elizabeth hodgson Central South or Richard Younger-Ross Devon 
and Cornwall 

Email: elizabeth.Hodgson@groundwork.org.uk  or Phone: 07736 132 691
Richard.younger-ross@groundwork.org.uk    07985 976 205
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